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Your Solar Ambassador:

GET STARTED

To D A I ! Note: You will need 12 copies of your electric bills, not usage reports.

Other questions? Contact Buff Grace at buff@mnipl.org,




What is a solar energy system?
A solar energy system (aka PV solar array, solar panels, solar modules) captures the sun’s radiation and converts it to
electricity for your use.

How does solar reduce my electricity bill?
You don't have to pay Xcel for the electricity that your solar system produces; you avoid those costs. As Xcel raises its
rates, you avoid even more costs.

What happens when | produce more electricity than | use?
When the solar system produces more electricity than you use, the surplus feeds on to the grid, your meter runs in
reverse, and Xcel pays you the retail rate for it. This is called net metering and is required by Minnesota law.

What other financial savings does solar provide?

The Federal Government will pay 30% of the cost of your solar system through a tax credit. This tax credit is available to
nonprofit organizations even though they do not pay taxes. Your property may also be eligible for additional utility
incentives and city incentives.

How can a non-profit that doesn’t pay taxes get a tax credit?

Section 6417(d)(1)(A)(i) of the Internal Revenue Code specifically provides for nonprofit organizations, including
communities of faith, conscience and spiritual or religious practice, to receive the solar credit through a mechanism
called Direct Pay. The solar tax credit is referred to as section 48E. MNIPL has helped several faith communities receive
this direct pay credit and can help you.

Can I really get a solar energy system for free?

Yes, it is possible to get a solar energy system for free through an option called a Power Purchase Agreement (PPA). It is
important to work with an ethical financer and installer like MNIPL. PPAs allow an investor to fund the solar system on
your property. The investor receives the tax credits and incentives and you receive a 10% discount off your electricity
rate. After a certain number of years (negotiable), you may buy the system for a greatly reduced price or you may receive
it for free. This option is great for organizations who value the positive environmental impacts of solar but dol not want
to deal with the upfront costs of installation.

Will the solar energy system damage my roof?

No. Solar racking is designed to maintain all roof warranties. On flat roofs the solar system is weighted with ballast and
racking does not pierce the roof material. On pitched roofs, racking mounts are flashed as with other things like vents and
chimneys that pierce the roof.

Is my roof strong enough to hold the system?
Before installation a structural engineer will validate that your roof is strong enough for the loads of the solar system.
The majority of roofs built after 1970 will be more than capable of supporting a solar system.

Can the panels be damaged by hail?
Solar panels are typically not damaged by the size hail in Minnesota storms and are warrantied against most hail damage.

Do | need to insure the system? How much will it cost?
Yes, once you receive a proposal, you will know the size of the system and can get a quote from your insurance agent.
Typically premiums increase about $200 to $400 per year, and may impact deductibles.

Can panels go on parking lot canopies or in an open space on my property?
Yes, we can help with this method of installation. Racking required for canopies and ground mounts will increase the
costs.

Are solar panels recyclable?
Yes, most materials in solar panels are recyclable. The solar industry association in Minnesota is working with the state
pollution control agency to establish standards for recycling programs.



